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Memorizing a music score is not an easy thing for a musician. When it's stuck in your head, you're able to
concentrate more on the music itself when you play, since you don't have to look at any sheets. On the
other hand, it's possible to memorize wrong notes, which can interrupt you when you play. People often ask
me how | can keep it all in my brain. | get that question a lot with solo recitals, where I'm in charge for over
an hour. When | play with orchestras, | also get asked if the repertoire is too long for me. | try to absorb the
score rather than just memorize it. “Absorb” is the right word. You can't be on stage unless the music has
filled you to the extent that your body responds to it automatically. Actually, music has its own logic, quite
similarly to language. Other than contemporary pieces that intentionally use irregular chord progressions,
most of the music we're familiar with and love to listen to contains predictable logic. Just like a game of
probability, there are predetermined sets of chord progressions. It's through this logic that I'm able to follow
along and memorize by ear, without having to read the score. That's very similar to what professional go
players do when they memorize in reverse the moves they made on the board. Musicians accept the music
not as a combination of individual notes but as big chunks of chord progressions and scales. Even so,

memorizing it all is still by no means an easy task.
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Memorizing a music score is not an easy thing for a musician.
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When it's stuck in your head, you're able to concentrate more on the music itself when you play, since you
don't have to look at any sheets. On the other hand, it's possible to memorize wrong notes, which can
interrupt you when you play.
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People often ask me how n keep it all in my brain.
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| get that question a lot with solo recitals, where I'm in charge for over an hour. When | play with orchestras,

| also get asked if the repertoire is too long for me.
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| try to absorb the score rather than just memorize it.
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"Absorb” is the right word.
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You can't be on stage unless the music has filled you to the extent that your body responds to it

automatically.
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Actually, music has its own logic, quite similarly to language.
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Other than contemporary pieces that intentionally use irregular chord progressions, most of the music we're

familiar with and love to listen to contains predictable logic.
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Just like a game of probability, there are predetermined sets of chord progressions.
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It's through this logic that I'm able to follow along and memorize by ear, without having to read the score.
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That's very similar to what professional go players do when they memorize in reverse the moves they made
on the board.
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Musicians accept the music not as a combination of individual notes but as big chunks of chord progressions

and scales.




[kl

www.practicus.co.kr © @IEHEFA

X2, oD SR 272 22 O] OfL|LCf.

Even so, memorizing it all is still by no means an easy task.




